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President, Canadian Institutes of Health Research
160 Elgin Street, 9th Floor
Address Locator 4809A
Ottawa, ON, K1A 0W9
                                                                                                                May 25, 2009

Dear Dr. Beaudet;

The Executive of the CSBMCB would like to comment on the recently announced 5-year Strategic Plan. There is much that is laudable within the document especially the goals of continued excellence and improvements to the health of Canadians. Furthermore, we support the concept of increasing "KT" with the goal of building a more robust biotechnology industry in this country that will provide opportunities for employment for the planned increase in graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. Too many of our trainees leave Canada for employment and we applaud this aspect of the Plan very much.

However, the paragraph below, taken from Strategic Direction 3, is difficult to comprehend with its many ill-defined terms. It could be interpreted as a rather sinister attempt to shift funding to research that is defined by industry (knowledge users).  There is certainly a role for industry in Canadian research and we welcome partnering with industry when it is appropriate and also increasing our opportunities to do so. However, CIHR needs to reassure researchers that basic research, which generates the knowledge to be transferred in the future, remains a priority for CIHR. Let me assure you that Canadian biomedical researchers are well aware of the "pressing problems" in human health and are working diligently on "solutions-based research" to make discoveries that will address them. As your preamble states, we have an enviable track record in basic research but could be more successful at translating this research into job opportunities for Canadians. I hope you do not throw the baby out with the bath water by assuming that the addition of "knowledge users" to grants panels etc, with their focus on short-term gain and "solutions-based research", will solve our KT deficiencies. 

From Strategic Direction 3:

"One key to successful knowledge translation is the nature of the partnerships between researchers who produce knowledge and knowledge users who address real-life challenges. In the coming years, CIHR will increasingly focus on `solutions-based research´ that involves collaboration between researchers and users in the research process. This begins with shaping research questions that will generate solutions to pressing problems. It is well documented that bringing users and creators of knowledge together in this way increases the use of research findings. Through continuing to fund knowledge syntheses, as well as dissemination of research findings and integrated knowledge translation research, CIHR will be able to fulfil its KT mandate. Furthermore, CIHR will continue to fund the science of KT, to better understand the determinants of knowledge use and effective methods of promoting its application. Finally, CIHR will continue to build capacity in KT science and integrated KT research. "
We look forward to further clarification on the ways in which the Strategic Plan, especially Strategic Direction, will be implemented. 

Yours truly,

Laura Frost, Ph.D.

President, CSBMCB
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